
 
May 11, 2015 

 
 
Dear Incoming 8th grader, 
 
 It’s hard to believe that your 7th grade year is nearly over. I have also been thinking about you A LOT and getting 
excited about starting a new year with you, full of riveting reading, wonderful writing and voracious vocabulary learning, 
including, of course, a little bit of Latin---Tempus Fugit!  
  

In order to prepare for the coming year, there is a Summer Reading requirement for the eighth graders at Christ 
the King. Summer reading is an excellent addition to our junior high curriculum as it helps to keep your minds sharp and 
ready for the challenges ahead. Here are four books of varying kinds and reading levels. One should be just right for you. 
 
 
Please choose one of the following books to read or listen to on audiotape. Then complete one of the projects listed 
below and turn it in on the first day of school this fall. If you have questions, please feel free to e-mail me anytime.  
Of course, this is for a grade.  

 
 

1. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Story of (Ernest) Shackleton and the 
Endurance by Jennifer Armstrong (1998) 

In August 1914, Ernest Shackleton and 27 men sailed from England in an attempt to become the first team of 
explorers to cross Antarctica from one side to the other. Five months later and still 100 miles from land, their 
ship, Endurance, became trapped in ice. The expedition survived another five months camping on ice floes, 
followed by a perilous journey through stormy seas to remote and unvisited Elephant Island. In a dramatic climax 
to this amazing survival story, Shackleton and five others navigated 800 miles of treacherously open ocean in a 
20-foot boat to fetch a rescue ship. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World vividly re-creates one of the most 
extraordinary adventure stories in history. Jennifer Armstrong narrates this unbelievable story with vigor, an eye 
for detail, and an appreciation of the marvelous leadership of Shackleton, who brought home every one of his 
men alive. 
 
2. The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas (1844) (Abridged version or Unabridged version) 
Alexandre Dumas was one of the finest writers of the 19th century and this book is considered one of the best 
“detective” novels ever written. Edmond Dantes, a brilliant young sailor and a very honorable man, is about to 
be married when he is suddenly arrested on false charges and thrown into jail. He suffers for years in solitary 
confinement until he realizes that the prisoner in the next cell wants to communicate with him. After digging a 
tunnel to one another, the old prisoner shares his education, secret tricks, wisdom, and information about a 
hidden treasure. After his amazing escape, Dantes finds the treasure and transforms himself into the Count of 
Monte Cristo to seek revenge against those who unjustly put him into jail. But is revenge what he really needs? Is 
it his place to judge and punish others? Will this bring him peace and happiness? The abridged version is several 
hundred pages while the original unabridged version is over a thousand pages. You choose, but once you begin, 
you won’t want to stop reading it. 

 
3. The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti (2005) 
A Newbery Honor Book author has written a powerful and gripping novel about a youth in Nazi Germany who 
tells the truth about Hitler. When 16-year-old Helmut Hubner listens to the BBC news on an illegal short-wave 
radio, he quickly discovers Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries to expose the truth with leaflets, he's 



tried for treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, Helmut's story emerges in a series of flashbacks 
that show his growth from a naive child caught up in the patriotism of the times, to a sensitive and mature young 
man who thinks for himself. Based on a real person, the novel includes black-and-white photos of Hübener and 
his family. Bartoletti offers another perspective on the Holocaust, demonstrating that even if the effort proves 
unsuccessful, the courage and convictions of a minority should be motivation to speak the truth rather than 
remain silent. 
 
4. Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt (2002) 
This is the first in a series of books about the Tillerman family. The four Tillerman children are deserted by their 
mother in a parked car. All that Dicey, the oldest at age 13, knows is the address of her grandmother who lives 
100 miles away. With only $11 in her pocket, Dicey leads her younger siblings on a treacherous journey to keep 
them safe and together. This is a brilliant book, full of great writing and realistic portrayals of homelessness and 
determination. You will be amazed by Dicey’s creativity and tenacity, and you won’t be able to put the book 
down. 
 
 
 
Projects: Select one project to complete using the book you have chosen above. Your project will be placed 
on display so that each student can view it, read it or play it. 
1. Selecting a character from the book, write a 24 page diary (12 pages, front and back) through which the story 

is re-told through the eyes of that character. Your diary should be created to reflect the materials available in 
that time and place, and must measure 5 ½ x 8 ½ inches in size. Each of the 24 pages must be dated in 
chronological order and have a full-page entry and may include the author’s illustrations, doodlings or any 
other markings which would make the diary authentic. Just to clarify, the page must be filled. (You can 
create the diary by taking 12 sheets of regular size paper and folding them in half, then stapling them at the 
center fold.) 

2. Retell the story to someone who cannot read by creating a graphic novel with no words. The novel must be 
drawn by your own hand (no downloaded photos) and hand-colored. The novel must be 32 pages long (16 
pages, front and back) and measure 7 x 8 ½ inches in size. You may draw cartoon boxes or strips, or design 
your graphic novel in any way, but it must be “legible” and tell the story. Again, each page must be filled. 
(You can create your book by taking 16 sheets of legal size paper and folding them in half, then stapling them 
at the center fold.) 

3. Create a board game which tells the story of your book. The game must be able to be played by four persons 
at one time, have a set of rules, have pieces for playing, and use dice or some other method of taking turns and 
advancing around the board. The board must measure 18 x 18 inches square, colorful and easily portable. 
You must also design the box in which the board and all items can be carried. 

4. Write a short play based upon a scene or portion of the book which you have read, and then film the play 
being performed. The film must last at least five minutes. You are responsible for creating a realistic 
scenario using appropriate props, scenery, language and attire which reflect the time period and styles of the 
time, as well as the author’s writing. You must also provide background music to set the mood of the film. 


