
 

 

Third Grade Book Projects  

 

This year, you will be expected to read and do projects for four books.  It’s up to 
you to select the books and projects you will share with the class.  A different project 
must be chosen for each book. Your books must come from different genres: Animals, 
Realistic Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, Mystery, or Fantasy.  An explanation and 
examples of each category is included. 

Here are the directions and requirements for each book project: 

Each book and project must be approved before beginning a project.  A planning sheet 
is included to help you keep track of your book categories and projects.  

One book project is due at the end of each quarter. If you finish early, you may schedule 
a time to present your project. 

Every project consists of three elements: 

1. Sharing your project with the class. 
2. Giving an oral summary of the book (2-3 minutes). Please practice at home ahead 

of time.  You may read off of an index card. 
3. Participating in a short discussion (Q & A) of how your project was completed. 

 

Book projects will be completed at home, but students may work on their projects in 
school when their class work is finished.  They may use supplies from the classroom or 
from home. 

Please save this packet or refer to it online as you are working. 

Any changes to your project from this packet must be approved ahead of time.  Happy 
Reading! 

Mrs. Miller & Mrs. Monagan  

Book Project #1: October 9 

Book Project #2: December 11 

Book Project #3: March 4 

Book Project #4: May 13 

 



 

Project Choices: Directions & Guidelines  

Each bullet-point step for the project must be complete to earn 

full credit. 

Me Bag 

o Give an oral summary of the book (5-7 sentences). Please practice at home ahead 
of time.  You may read off of an index card. 

o Gather 7 or more items that the main character might put in a “Me Bag.” 

o Introduce the main character of the book to the class. 

o On index cards, write 3-4 complete sentences for each item, explaining why that 

character would choose the item for the bag. 

o Use a paper bag and decorate it with a theme from the book.  Include the title of 

the book on the front of the bag. 

 

Commercial 

o Give an oral summary of the book (5-7 sentences). Please practice at home ahead 
of time.  You may read off of an index card. 

o Decide what is best about the book you read.  Write a commercial announcing 

your book to the classmates.  This can be on video (via flash drive, email 

attachment or DVD) or performed live.  

o Be sure to tell why the book is such a good selection, but don’t give away the 

ending. 

o The commercial should not last more than 3 minutes.  

o  Turn in your script with the title of the book, the author, and your name on it. 

 

Board Game 

o Give an oral summary of the book (5-7 sentences). Please practice at home ahead 
of time.  You may read off of an index card. 

o Create a board game using the characters and setting from the book you read.  

o Use buttons, bottle caps, or other small pieces for markers.  

o Use a spinner or dice for the number of spaces the pieces use. 

o Draw the board on heavy paper or cardboard. Make the pieces move through 

places with the events that were in the story. 

o Make question & answer cards from the book that go with the game. 

o Include the set of rules, the game board, & pieces in a baggie with your name on 

it. 



Clay Project 

 

o After reading the book, choose a figure or two to show part of the book (person, 

tree, building, boat, etc.). 

o Shape the clay. You may use any kind of clay. You can color the clay or paint the 

figure after it dries. 

o Give an oral summary of the book from an index card (5-7 sentences). 

o On an index card, write the book’s title, author and a paragraph telling about the 

figure(s) you made. Tell something that happened to this figure in the book. 

(Paragraph should be 5-7 sentences.) 

o Write your name on the bottom of the card. It will be on display with your 

figure(s). 

 

Shoe Box Diorama 

o Choose a scene from the book you read to create a shoe box diorama.  It must be 

colorful and neat.  Be sure to put in the main characters from the scene. 

o Write a one paragraph description of what is happening in that scene and why it 

is important to the book.  Tape it neatly to the back of the box. (Paragraph must 

be 5-7 sentences.) 

o Write a one paragraph summary of the book.  Include the characters, setting, 

problem and solution.  Tape it neatly to the top of the box. (Paragraph must be 5-

7 sentences.) 

o Give an oral summary of the book (2-3 minutes). Please practice at home ahead 

of time.  You may read off of an index card. 

o Bring the book into school with your project the day you present. 

 

Mystery Person 

o Choose a character from the book you read. The character you choose must be 

well known by your classmates. (This project can be good for a biography or a 

book that nearly everyone in the class knows about.) 

o You may dress up and act out clues, or read clues that will tell us who you are. 

o You should have 8-10 clues. Write your clues neatly on index cards in complete 

sentences. 

o This may also be recorded at home and presented as a video or PowerPoint on a 

flash drive, email attachment, or DVD. 

o Your classmates will guess who you are. 

o Give an oral summary of the book (5-7 sentences). Please practice at home ahead 

of time.  You may read off of an index card. 



Writing a Book Report 

o On notebook paper, neatly write the title of the book on the top line & underline 

it. 

o Skip a line & write the author under the title. 

o Skip a line and write a paragraph about the book.  This will be at least 10 

sentences. Be sure your paragraph has a main idea. The other sentences will tell 

about this main idea.  Your paragraph can be about one or more of these things: 

 A person or main character  

 Something exciting that happens 

 The events that happen in the book in sequential order 

o Then write one paragraph about your reaction to the book. Write in a way that 

will make someone else want to read the book. (5-7 sentences) 

o Make a cover page for your report.  It should include the title, author, your name, 

the date, and illustration.   

o Bring the book into school with your project the day you present. 

 

Mobile 

o After reading your book, list the most important characters, settings, and any 

special objects/things that were part of the story. 

o After making these lists, decide which best represents this book (choose 5-7). 

o On index cards, write the name of each person, place or thing that will be on the 

mobile and 4-5 complete sentences explaining/describing each of them. 

o You need to make little figures out of paper, material scraps, or clay. You may 

also draw the figures on cardboard or sturdy paper (be sure to draw on the front 

& back of each figure). 

o To make the mobile, you will need strong thread, wire, or yarn, scissors and glue. 

o Lay out the pieces you are going to hang.  Each hanging piece has a balance point 

and you will need to make a hole in the piece so that each figure hangs straight.  

You can hang the pieces in any pattern. 

o Once you have tied the pieces to the mobile and have each piece balanced, place a 

drop of glue on the string so that it doesn’t slip on the stick. 

o Be ready to summarize the book. 

 

 

 

 



Book Jackets 

o Use a large piece of construction paper (12x18). Teachers can provide. 

o Fold the paper in half.  Then fold each end of the paper in 3 ½ inches to make the 

flaps. 

o On the cover, write the title & author of the book. Draw & color a picture or 

design that is appropriate for the book you read. The drawing can be on the front 

& back of the jacket. 

o On the front inside flap, write a summary of the story in your own words.  Include 

what kind of book it is, who the main characters are, and the setting. 

o On the back inside flap, write a short paragraph about the author in your own 

words.  Some information you may want to include is where the author lives, the 

author’s interests, and other books written by this author. You might need to 

research this info online. 

o Write your name on the bottom of the back flap. 

o Bring the book into school with your project the day you present. 

T-Shirt Project 

o On notebook paper, neatly write the title of the book on the top line & underline 

it. 

o Skip a line & write the author under the title. 

o Skip a line and write a complete summary of the book (5-7 sentences).  

o Then write one paragraph about your reaction to the book. Write in a way that 

will make someone else want to read the book (5-7 sentences). 

o Use a plain t-shirt, fabric paints or Sharpies to create a t-shirt that represents the 

book in some way.  It can be on the front, back, or both.  Ideas include the setting, 

characters, events or overall general theme that represents the book.   

o You will wear your t-shirt while you read your presentation to the class. 

o Bring the book to class with you on the day you present. 

Book Award 

o Invent your own award for the book you read.  Give the award a name. 

o Design a trophy or certificate as the award- make sure the book title and award 

name are on the award. 

o On notebook paper, neatly write the title of the book on the top line & underline 

it. 

o Skip a line & write the author under the title. 

o Then write one paragraph about the award you created for your book.  Why did 

your book deserve this award? (5-7 sentences). 

o Skip a line and write a complete summary of the book (5-7 sentences).  



Cereal Box 

(ASK YOUR TEACHER FOR THE TEMPLATES FOR THIS PROJECT) 

 

o FRONT OF THE BOX: Use a piece of white or light colored paper to cover the 

front of your cereal box. (You will probably want to create the cover before gluing 

it on your box.) Include the name of the cereal and a picture. Invent a name for 

the cereal that is related to the title of the book and sound s like a cereal. Do not 

use the exact title of the book. You may want to look at some real cereal boxes to 

get some ideas. Choose a shape for the cereal as well as colors and ingredients 

that all relate to the book. For example, for Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, 

I might invent a cereal called Wizard Wands, a toasted oat cereal in the shape of 

miniature lightning bolts. 

o RIGHT SIDE OF BOX: Make a list of ingredients that includes the story elements 

Characters and Setting. Under the heading “Ingredients,” list the main characters 

and write a sentence about each one. Then describe the setting. You can use the 

template on the attached sheet or cover the side with white or light colored paper 

and do it in your own way. Just make sure you include the main character and the 

setting. 

o LEFT SIDE OF BOX: Write a summary that describes the main problem and the 

solution of the book. Try words that will grab reader’s attention and make them 

want to buy your cereal. You can use the attached template or do this your own 

way. 

o BACK OF BOX: You have several different options.   You can: 

 Make an illustration(s) of your favorite scene(s),  OR 

 Design a game that is based on the story. It can be a puzzle, a word search, a word 

scramble, a maze, a crossword puzzle, a hidden picture illustration, or any other 

fun activity that might be found on the back of a cereal box that includes 

information from the book. 

o TOP OF BOX: Include the title, author, number of pages, and number of stars 

you would give this book if you were a book critic. The maximum number of stars 

you would be 5. You can use the template or create the top of the box yourself as 

long as you include all of the things listed above. 

o OPTIONAL PRIZE: Cereal boxes often include a prize. Your prize must be 

something the main character could have used in the book or something that 

reminds you of the main character. You can even include a picture of the prize on 

the front of your box to let the reader know what is inside the box. This step is 

OPTIONAL!! 

 



Personal Planning and Recording Sheet: 

 

The book you are reading for the next project is due to be approved on or 

before the following dates.  

Keep this in a safe place all year! 

 

Project 

Due Dates: 
October 9 Dec. 11 March 4 May 13 

 
Book  
Title 

 

    

 
Project 
Choice 

 

    

 
Book 
Genre 

 

    

 
Teacher 

Approval 
 

Approved by 
Sept. 25 

 
Yes   No 

Approved by 
Nov. 20 

 
Yes   No 

Approved by  
Feb. 12 

 
Yes   No 

Approved by 
March 22 

 
Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book Project Rubric                                                     Name_________________ 

 
A+   100 
A     99-94 
A-   93 

 
o You went above and beyond completing 

all of the steps of the project 
o All writing includes complete sentences, 

proper grammar, punctuation and correct 
spelling. 

o Project is very neat and organized 
o Project is turned in on time 
o Book was approved on time 
o You were able to give a concise oral 

summary of the book to the class 
o You presented with an excellent, clear 

speaking voice & used good eye contact 

 

 
B+   92 
B    91-86 
B-   85 

 
o You completed all of the steps of the 

project 
o All writing includes mostly complete 

sentences, proper grammar, punctuation 
and correct spelling. 

o Project is neat and organized 
o You were able to give an oral summary of 

the book to the class 
o You presented with a  good speaking voice  

 

 
C+    84 
C      83-78 
C-     77 

 
o You completed most of the steps of the 

project 
o Writing includes distracting errors in 

sentence structure, grammar, punctuation 
and/or spelling. 

o Project is somewhat neat and organized 
o Project is not turned in on time 
o You were able to give a brief  oral 

summary of the book to the class 
o You presented to the class 

 

 
D+    76 
D       75-71 
D-     70 

 
o You completed some of the steps of the 

project 
o Writing includes significant errors in 

sentence structure, grammar, punctuation 
and/or spelling. 

o Project is somewhat neat and organized 
o Project is not turned in on time 
o You were unable to give an oral summary 

of the book to the class 
o You presented to the class 

 
 

 



 



 


