
 

 

 

 

Dear Incoming 8
th
 grader, 

 

 It’s hard to believe that your 7
th
 grade year is nearly over. I have also been thinking about you A LOT and getting 

excited about starting a new year with you, full of riveting reading, wonderful writing and voracious vocabulary learning, 

including, of course, a little bit of Latin---Tempus Fugit!  

  

In order to prepare for the coming year, there is a Summer Reading requirement for the eighth graders at Christ 

the King. Summer reading is an excellent addition to our junior high curriculum as it helps to keep your minds sharp and 

ready for the challenges ahead. Here are four books of varying kinds and reading levels. One should be just right for you. 

 

 

Please choose one of the following classic books to read or listen to on audiotape which is not lower than the highest 

level of your Lexile score range. For example, if your Lexile score range is 930-1083, you must pick a book which is 

within the 1000 range or above. Then complete one of the projects listed below and turn it in on the first day of school 

this fall. If you have questions, please feel free to e-mail me anytime. Of course, this is for a grade: 50 points.  

 

 

Lexile Ranges    Books 

700 - 900    The Black Stallion   Walter Farley 

     The Red Pony    John Steinbeck 

      Anne of Green Gables   L.M. Montgomery 

     The Hobbitt    J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

1000 -1200    Around the World in 80 Days  Jules Verne 

     Uncle Tom’s Cabin   Harriet Beecher Stowe 

     Jane Eyre    Charlotte Bronte 

     The Odyssey    Homer 

     How Green Was My Valley  Richard Llewellyn 

     Pride and Prejudice   Jane Austin 

     Oliver Twist    Charles Dickens 

     Great Expectations   Charles Dickens 

     Moby Dick    Herman Melville 

     Little Women    Louisa May Alcott 

 

1300 - 1500    The Incredible Journey  Sheila Burnford 

     The Keys to the Kingdom  A. J. Cronin 

     Robinson Crusoe   Daniel Defoe 

     Wuthering Heights   Emily Bronte 

     Last of the Mohicans   James Fenimore Cooper 

     The Good Earth   Pearl Buck 

      The Count of Monte Cristo  Alexandre Dumas   

     (unabridged) 

 

 

 



 

 

Projects: Select one project to complete using the book you have chosen above. Your project will be placed 

on display so that each student can view it, read it or play it. 

 

1. Selecting a character from the book, write a 24 page diary (12 pages, front and back) through which the story 

is re-told through the eyes of that character. Your diary should be created to reflect the materials available in 

that time and place, and must measure 5 ½ x 8 ½ inches in size. Each of the 24 pages must be dated in 

chronological order and have a full-page entry and may include the author’s illustrations, doodlings or any 

other markings which would make the diary authentic. Just to clarify, the page must be filled. (You can 

create the diary by taking 12 sheets of regular size paper and folding them in half, then stapling them at the 

center fold.) 

2. Retell the story to someone who cannot read by creating a graphic novel with no words. The novel must be 

drawn by your own hand (no downloaded photos) and hand-colored. The novel must be 32 pages long (16 

pages, front and back) and measure 7 x 8 ½ inches in size. You may draw cartoon boxes or strips, or design 

your graphic novel in any way, but it must be “legible” and tell the story. Again, each page must be filled. 

(You can create your book by taking 16 sheets of legal size paper and folding them in half, then stapling them 

at the center fold.) 

3. Create a board game which tells the story of your book. The game must be able to be played by four persons 

at one time, have a set of rules, have pieces for playing, and use dice or some other method of taking turns and 

advancing around the board. The board must measure 18 x 18 inches square, colorful and easily portable. 

You must also design the box in which the board and all items can be carried. 

4. Write a short play based upon a scene or portion of the book which you have read, and then film the play 

being performed. The film must last at least five minutes. You are responsible for creating a realistic 

scenario using appropriate props, scenery, language and attire which reflect the time period and styles of the 

time, as well as the author’s writing. You must also provide background music to set the mood of the film. 


