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Study Guide: The American Revolution (pages 87-89 )    

 

 King George III taxed the American colonists to help pay the debt from the 

French and Indian War. 

 

 The colonists were upset and did not want “Taxation without 

Representation”.  They did not have leaders to speak for them in the 

British government. 

 

 Parliament is the lawmaking body of the British government. 

 

 Stamp Act: taxes were put on paper goods in the colonies such as letters, 

newspapers, books, prayer books, marriage licenses. 

 

 Taxes were put on many other goods such as glass, paint, tea, and sugar. 

 

 Many colonists chose not to buy taxed good (boycott), some wrote angry 

letters, and protested. 

 

 Boston Massacre:  In March of 1770, British soldiers fired on an angry 

crowd of colonists in Boston. Five colonists were killed. 

 

 Boston Tea Party: Angry colonists dumped British tea into the Boston 

Harbor. 

 

 King George III sent more soldiers to the colonies.  The colonists were 

forced to feed the soldiers and give them a place to stay. 

 

 

 Independence: freedom to govern themselves. 

 

 Congress: a formal meeting of representatives. 



 

 Militia: volunteer armies. 

 

 In April 1775, 700 British soldiers marched from Boston to take weapons 

from the colonists. When they met the colonists at Lexington/Concord.   

Shots rang out and this was the start of the American Revolution. 

 

 A revolution is a sudden and complete change of government. 

 

 On July 4, 1776, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence.  It 

described the colonists’ ideas about government. 

 

 Articles of Confederation was the first plan of government for the United 

States of America.   ( 1777) 

 

 Some battles of the Revolutionary War were fought in the Ohio Valley.  To 

defend the area, America built Fort Laurens. 

 

 The British urged Native Americans to attack settlers in the Ohio Valley.  

This led to many conflicts.  

 

 By 1781 the United States had won the Revolutionary War. 

 

 In 1783, the British and Americans signed a second Treaty of Paris. As a 

result, the British gave up much of their land in North America to the 

Americans. 

 


